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NorCal-AIChE  winner of the National AIChE Political Affairs Award for FY 2000 

Chairperson’s Corner 
 

Make a Difference!   
Diane Spencer, PE, CHMM 
Do you remember setting your life goals to 
make a difference?  Do you have that really 
cool career doing something exciting and 
significant, which, of course comes with the 
recognition you so richly deserve?  Well for 
us, tomorrow is here. Engineers are running 
for national and state offices and winning!!  
Engineers are leaders, not only in their own 
companies, but in their communities as well.  
The fact that you choose chemical 
engineering as your major or career path 
sets you apart from the crowd and into a 
class of high achievers.   
 
Whether your goal is to advance in your 
career or stand out as a community leader, 
you’ll need certain skills, experience, and a 
network to make it happen.  Opportunities 
are all around you to get involved and 
develop those skills that you may not 
currently posses, including NorCal AIChE.  
I know people who started as a committee 
of one, volunteering to implement a recycling 
program at their office.  Others participate in 
committee activities ranging from organizing 
social events to business development.  
Challenges create opportunities and 
a job well done helps us grow and 
expand our worth.  Skills and techniques 
that you develop as a leader of a NorCal 
AIChE committee are directly transferable 
within your own company.   
 
This is a dynamic world and developing a 
professional network outside your company 
can help expose you to new ideas and 

contacts.  AIChE NorCal provides you with a 
chance to get started.  AIChE NorCal has a 
wide variety of opportunities for volunteers to 
interact with company executives and 
business leaders throughout the bay 
area.  The committee may take a little of your 
time, but they are important to the community 
and your profession.  As a leader of one of 
these committees, you can make a difference, 
gain recognition, and learn new skills.  What a 
bargain! 
 
Whatever your goal is, get started!  It’s        
your turn to be at the right place, to 
know the right people, and make a 
difference!  Send me an e-mail or call me 
and lets discuss what you are looking for:  
spencer22@llnl.gov. 
 

            
Breaking Breaking 
Records Records 
Again and Again and 
Again!Again!   
  
  

NorCal broke three records for dinner 
meeting attendance in January.  Our first Sierra 
meeting in years drew nearly 100 students and 
engineers.  The Northbay meeting, a tour of 
Dow Chemical, had over 90 attend.  The 
Southbay meeting, Biotechnology for 
Entrepreneurs, drew nearly 50 people.  It’s 
been years since so many attended a meeting 
– and now three records in one month!  Wow!  
 

 



 

North Bay Meeting Notice 
 

Date: March 20, 2001 Location: Spenger's Restaurant (Berkeley) 

Time : Social Hour - 6:00 p.m.; Dinner - 6:45 p.m.; 
Presentation: - 8:00 

Price: $23 (add $2 for no RSVP or nonmembers); 
$12 Students; $21 - Retirees/Unemployed 

 

California's Energy Crisis - Where Have We Been and Where Are We 
Headed? 

Mr. Tim Leong, External Affairs Coordinator, PG&E 
Virtually every business and individual in California has been affected by the energy crisis. 
We have many questions and concerns- How did we get here? What solutions are being 
sought?  Will the Governor's plan work?  Is it time to end "deregulation"? Who will build 
the power plants needed? Are California utilities going to remain in business? Mr. Tim 
Leong, PG&E's External Relations Coordinator, will tell us how the state's largest utility is 
dealing with the crisis.  Come listen to PG&E's point of view. 

This promises to be a tremendously exciting evening with a very lively discussion. Have your questions ready for 
PG&E. Many of us have an opinion on the role we can play as ChE's in providing solutions. However, decision-
makers may not be aware of ChE's technical capabilities in power generation, energy conservation and energy 
recovery. How can we be heard and bring our expertise to bear on the technical and public policy issues facing 
decision-makers? Bring your suggestions. 
About The Speaker: Tim Leong is with PG&E's External Relations department, responsible for advocacy and 
constituency support on a regional, statewide and national level.  He has formally held positions in community and 
local government relations.  Tim has been a spokesman at national conferences, speaking on California 
deregulation. 
 

Reservations Requested by End of Day, March 15, 2001. Register on-line at: http://www.aiche-norcal.org/, or contact Mac Qadir at 
qadir@enprosolutions.com or 925-847-2016.  Leave a message with the correct spelling of your name and company, phone number 
or email, and menu choice (Bay Scallop and Shrimp Fettuccine or Grilled Chicken). 
 
Directions: From I-80 East, take the University Avenue Exit toward Berkeley.  Keep right at the fork in the ramp.  At the first light, 
turn right on 6th Street, right on Hearst Avenue, and right on 4th Street.  Spenger's Fresh Fish Grotto is at 1919 4th Street, 510-845-
7771. 
 

Local Section Involvement — We Want You! 
As you know, we are continuously striving to improve the NorCal Section  
for its’ members. Well, we need your help to identify and implement new  
ideas as well as support existing programs. Please advise me if you would  
be interested in serving or want to nominate someone as a  
Director-at-Large, South Bay Director, Secretary, Treasurer, or Vice Chair,  
for the upcoming year (July 2000 — June 2001).      — Directors serve as committee chairs (such as membership, symposium, 
employment, advertisement, Engineers Week, plan meetings, workshops, fundraising, awards/scholarships, etc.). 
The other officer titles are indicative of the responsibilities. Feel free to contact any of the current or past officers or 
chairpersons to discuss their responsibilities in person.  If you are interested in volunteering or nominating someone else, 
please submit a brief candidate profile (about a dozen lines), including: Nominated Position: (such as Director-at-large), Name: 
Education:  Employment History: Local/National AIChE Involvement: Candidate Statement:          
Send the candidate profile to James Murphy by email  (japm@chevron.com). Nominations are due by April 15, 1999. Ballots will 
be included in the May Flowsheet.   Good luck! 
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